CAPTAIN 
JAMES COOK 


Captain James Cook FRS (7 
November 1728 — 14 February 1779) 
was a British explorer, navigator, 
cartographer, and captain in the 
Royal Navy. He made detailed maps 
of Newfoundland prior to making 
three voyages to the Pacific Ocean, 
during which he achieved the first 
recorded European contact with the 
eastern coastline of Australia and the 
Hawaiian Islands, and the first 
recorded circumnavigation of New 
Zealand. 
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Cook joined the British merchant navy as a teenager 
and joined the Royal Navy in 1755. He saw action in the 
seven Years' War and subsequently surveyed and 
mapped much of the entrance to the Saint Lawrence 
River during the siege of Quebec, which brought him to 
the attention of the Admiralty and Royal Society. This 
acclaim came at a crucial moment in his career and the 
direction of British overseas exploration, and led to his 
commission in 1/66 as commander of HM Bark 
Endeavour for the first of three Pacific voyages. 


In these voyages, Cook sailed thousands of miles 
across largely uncharted areas of the globe. He mapped 
lands from New Zealand to Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean 
in greater detail and on a scale not previously charted by 
Western explorers. He surveyed and named features, 
and recorded islands and coastlines on European maps 
for the first time. He displayed a combination of 
seamanship, superior surveying and cartographic skills, 
physical courage, and an ability to lead men in adverse 
conditions. 


Early life and family 


James Cook was born on 7 November 1728 (NS) in the village of Marton in Yorkshire 
and baptised on 14 November (N.S.) in the parish church of St Cuthbert, where his 
name can be seen in the church register. He was the second of eight children of 
James Cook (1693-1779), a Scottish farm labourer from Ednam in Roxburghshire, 
and his locally born wife, Grace Pace (1702-1765), from Thornaby-on- Tees. In 1736, 
his family moved to Airey Holme farm at Great Ayton, where his father's employer, 
Thomas Skottowe, paid for him to attend the local school. In 1741, after five years' 
schooling, he began work for his father, who had been promoted to farm manager. 
Despite not being formally educated he became capable in mathematics, astronomy 
and charting by the time of his Endeavour voyage. For leisure, he would climb a 
nearby hill, Roseberry Topping, enjoying the opportunity for solitude. Cooks' Cottage, 
his parents’ last home, which he Is likely to have visited, is now in Melbourne, 
Australia, having been moved from England and reassembled, brick by brick, in 1934. 


In 1745, when he was 16, Cook moved 20 miles (32 km) to the fishing village of 
Staithes, to be apprenticed as a shop boy to grocer and haberdasher William 
Sanderson. Historians have speculated that this is where Cook first felt the lure of the 
sea while gazing out of the shop window. 


After 18 months, not proving suited for shop work, Cook travelled to the nearby port 
town of Whitby to be introduced to friends of Sanderson's, John and Henry Walker. 
The Walkers, who were Quakers, were prominent local ship-owners in the coal trade. 
Their house is now the Captain Cook Memorial Museum. Cook was taken on as a 
merchant navy apprentice in their small fleet of vessels, plying coal along the English 
coast. His first assignment was aboard the collier Freelove, and he spent several 
years on this and various other coasters, sailing between the Tyne and London. As 
part of his apprenticeship, Cook applied himself to the study of algebra, geometry, 
trigonometry, navigation and astronomy—all skills he would need one day to 
command his own ship. 


His three-year apprenticeship completed, Cook began 
working on trading ships in the Baltic Sea. After passing his 
examinations in 1/52, he soon progressed through the 
merchant navy ranks, starting with his promotion in that year to 
mate aboard the collier brig Friendship.[8] In 1755, within a 
month of being offered command of this vessel, he volunteered 
for service in the Royal Navy, when Britain was re-arming for 
what was to become the Seven Years' War. Despite the need to 
start back at the bottom of the naval hierarchy, Cook realised his 
career would advance more quickly in military service and 
entered the Navy at Wapping on 17 June 1755 


elizabeth Batts Cook Elizabeth Batts Cook (4 February 1742 — 13 May 
1835) was the wife and widow of Captain James 


Cook. 


She was the daughter of Samuel Batts who was keeper of 
the Bell Inn, Wapping and one of her husband's mentors. 


She married James Cook at St Margaret's Church, Barking, 
Essex on 21 December 1762. The couple had six children: 
James (1763-94), Nathaniel (1764-80, lost aboard HMS 
Thunderer which foundered with all hands in a hurricane in 
the West Indies), Elizabeth (1767-71), Joseph (1768-68), 
George (1772-72) and Hugh (1776-93), the last of whom 
died of scarlet fever while a student at Christ's College, 
Cambridge. When not at sea, Cook lived in the East End of 
London and the family attended St Paul's Church, Shadwell, 
where their son James was baptised. After her husband 
was killed at Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii in 1779, Elizabeth 
Cook received an annual pension of 200 pounds from the 
Admiralty. In 1788, she moved to Clapham, Surrey. 
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First voyage (1768-1771) 


On 25 May 1768, the Admiralty commissioned Cook to 
command a scientific voyage to the Pacific Ocean. The purpose 
of the voyage was to observe and record the 1/769 transit of 
Venus across the Sun which, when combined with observations 
from other places, would help to determine the distance of the 
Sun. Cook, at age 39, was promoted to lieutenant to grant him 
sufficient status to take the command. For its part, the Royal 
society agreed that Cook would receive a one hundred guinea 
gratuity in addition to his Naval pay. 


The expedition sailed aboard HMS Endeavour, departing England on 26 
August 1768. Cook and his crew rounded Cape Horn and continued 
westward across the Pacific, arriving at Tahiti on 13 April 1769, where the 
observations of the Venus Transit were made. However, the result of the 
observations was not as conclusive or accurate as had been hoped. Once 
the observations were completed, Cook opened the sealed orders, which 
were additional instructions from the Admiralty for the second part of his 
voyage: to search the south Pacific for signs of the postulated rich 
southern continent of Terra Australis. Cook then sailed to New Zealand, 
taking with him Tupaia, an exceptionally accomplished Tahitian aristocrat 
and priest, who helped guide him through the Polynesian islands, and 
mapped the complete coastline, making only some minor errors. He then 
voyaged west, reaching the southeastern coast of Australia on 19 April 
1770, and in doing so his expedition became the first recorded Europeans 
to have encountered its eastern coastline. 


Cook later wrote that he had claimed possession of the east coast when up on that 
hill, and named the place ‘Possession Island’. However, the Admiralty's instructions 
did not authorise Cook to annex New Holland (Australia) and therefore it is unlikely 
that any possession ceremony occurred that August. Importantly, Banks, who was 
standing beside Cook, does not mention any such episode or announcement in his 
journal.[386] Cook re-wrote his journal on his arrival in Batavia (Jakarta) when he was 
confronted with the news that the Frenchman, Louis Bougainville, had sailed across 
the Pacific the previous year. 


In his revised journal entry, Cook wrote that he had claimed the entire coastline that 
he had just explored as British territory. He returned to England via Batavia (modern 
Jakarta, Indonesia), where many in his crew succumbed to malaria, and then the 
Cape of Good Hope, arriving at the island of Saint Helena on 30 April 1771. The ship 
finally returned to England on 12 July 1771, anchoring in The Downs, with Cook going 
to Deal. 


Second voyage (1772-1775) 


Shortly after his return from the first voyage, Cook was 
promoted in August 1771 to the rank of commander. In 1772, he 
was commissioned to lead another scientific expedition on 
behalf of the Royal Society, to search for the hypothetical Terra 
Australis. On his first voyage, Cook had demonstrated by 
circumnavigating New Zealand that it was not attached to a 
larger landmass to the south. Although he charted almost the 
entire eastern coastline of Australia, showing it to be continental 
in size, the Terra Australis was believed to lie further south. 
Despite this evidence to the contrary, Alexander Dalrymple and 
others of the Royal Society still believed that a massive 
southern continent should exist 


Cook commanded HMS Resolution on this voyage, while 
Tobias Furneaux commanded its companion ship, HMS 
Adventure. Cook's expedition circumnavigated the globe at an 
extreme southern latitude, becoming one of the first to cross the 
Antarctic Circle on 17 January 17783. In the Antarctic fog, 
Resolution and Adventure became separated. Furneaux made 
his way to New Zealand, where he lost some of his men during 
an encounter with Maori, and eventually sailed back to Britain, 
while Cook continued to explore the Antarctic, reaching 71°10'S 
on 31 January 1774. 


James Cook witnessing human sacrifice in Tahiti c. 1773 
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James Cook's 
1777 South-Up 
map of South 
Georgia, which 
he named after 
King George Ill 


Upon his return, Cook was promoted to the rank of post-captain and 
given an honorary retirement from the Royal Navy, with a posting as an 
officer of the Greenwich Hospital. He reluctantly accepted, insisting that 
he be allowed to quit the post if an opportunity for active duty should 
arise. His fame extended beyond the Admiralty; he was made a Fellow 
of the Royal Society and awarded the Copley Gold Medal for completing 
his second voyage without losing a man to scurvy. Nathaniel Dance- 
Holland painted his portrait; he dined with James Boswell; he was 
described in the House of Lords as "the first navigator in Europe". But he 
could not be kept away from the sea. A third voyage was planned, and 
Cook volunteered to find the Northwest Passage. He travelled to the 
Pacific and hoped to travel east to the Atlantic, while a simultaneous 
voyage travelled the opposite route. 


Third voyage (1776-1779) 


James Cook's third and final voyage (12 July 1776 — 4 October 1780) took the route 
from Plymouth via Cape Town and Tenerife to New Zealand and the Hawaiian Islands, 
and along the North American coast to the Bering Strait. 


lts ostensible purpose was to return Omai, a young man from Raiatea, to his 
homeland, but the Admiralty used this as a cover for their plan to send Cook ona 
voyage to discover the Northwest Passage. HMS Resolution, to be commanded by 
Cook, and HMS Discovery, commanded by Charles Clerke, were prepared for the 
voyage which started from Plymouth in 1776. 


Omai was returned to his homeland and the ships sailed onwards, discovering the 
Hawaiian Archipelago, before reaching the Pacific coast of North America. The two 
charted the west coast of the continent and passed through the Bering Strait when 
they were stopped by ice from sailing either east or west. The vessels returned to the 
Pacific and called briefly at the Aleutians before retiring towards Hawaii for the winter. 


The route of Cook's third voyage shown in red, blue shows route after his death. 


James Cook's third and final voyage (12 July 1776 — 4 October 1780) took the route from 
Plymouth via Cape Town and Tenerife to New Zealand and the Hawaiian Islands, and along the 
North American coast to the Bering Strait. 
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and killed 
in 1779 during his third 
exploratory voyage in the 
Pacific while attempting to 
kidnap the Island of Hawaii's 
monarch, Kalani‘Opu'u, in order 
to reclaim a cutter stolen from 
one of his ships. He left a 
legacy of scientific and 
geographical knowledge that 
influenced his successors well 
into the 20th century, and 
numerous memorials worldwide 
have been dedicated to him. 


Captain Charles Clerke (22 
August 1741 — 22 August 1779) 
was an officer in the Royal Navy 
who sailed on four voyages of 
exploration, 3 with Captain James 
Cook. When Cook was killed 
during his 3rd expedition to the 
Pacific, Clerke took command but 
died later in the voyage from 
tuberculosis. 
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Before Cook could force the 
king back up, hundreds of 
native Hawaiians, some 
armed with weapons, 
appeared and began an 
angry pursuit, and Cook's 
men had to retreat to the 
beach. As Cook turned his 
back to help launch the 
boats, he was struck on the 
head by the villagers and 
then stabbed to death as he 
fell on his face tn the surf. 


was the consort ship of James 
Cook's third expedition to the Pacific Ocean in 
1776-1780. Like Cook's other ships, Discovery 
was a Whitby-built collier originally named 
Diligence when she was built in 1774. Purchased 
In 1775, the vessel was measured at 299 tons 
burthen. Originally a brig, Cook had her changed 
to a full rigged ship. She was commanded by 
Charles Clerke, who had previously served on 
Cook's first two expeditions, and had a 
complement of 70. When Cook was killed in a 
skirmish with natives of Hawaii, Clerke 
transferred to the expedition's flagship HMS 
Resolution and John Gore assumed command of 
Discovery. She returned to Britain under the 
command of Lieutenant James King, arriving 
back on 4 October 1780. 
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